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Synopsis

Christian History Made Easy WINNER of the Christian Retailers’ Choice Awards 2010 for the "most
significant new life-changing products in the Christian retail industry" in the Christian Education
category Christian History Made Easy summarizes the most important events in the history of the
church, from the time of Jesus to modern day. Author Timothy Paul Jones makes Christian history
refreshingly fun while at the same time informing Christians about the history of the Christian
faith.Full-color, 224 pages, paperback, 6 x 9 inches. Theologian J. |. Packer says Christian History
Made Easy is, "...a beautifully simple, beginner-friendly telling of Christian history, a precious
heritage." Christian History Made Easy Covers Major Events in Church History Early Church History
The Early Church Peter and Paul, the Age of the Apostles, The Destruction of the Temple and
Jerusalem scatters Christians Early Church Fathers Persecution of Christians Emperor Nero and
Domitian, Martyrdom of Peter, Paul, Ignaitius, Polycarp, Justin Martyr Christianity legalized in the
Roman Empire, Emperor Constantine, Christianity the official religion in the Roman Empire The
Byzantine Era The Council of Nicaea, The Nicene Creed Augustine, Jerome translates the Bible
into Latin, St. Patrick Fall of the Roman Empire, rise of the Eastern Orthodox Church Gregory the
Great, Rise of Monasticism Rise of Islam and the Islamic Conquest in Europe, Charles Martel,
Charlemagne East/West Church Schism (Photian Schism), Leif Ericson converts to Christianity
Great Schism, Hildebrand reforms the church, the Crusades, Lateran Councils, Richard the
Lionheart Pre-Reformation Church History Middle Ages, Bubonic Plague, John Wycliffe, the
Wycliffe Bible The Renaissance, Jan Hus, Joan of Arc, Ottomans capture the Christian city of
Constantinople, Johann Gutenberg’s printing press The Protestant Reformation Erasmus, Martin
Luther, 95 Theses, Ulrich Zwingli, William Tyndale, King Henry VIlI, The Geneva Bible, The
Matthew’s Bible, Church of England history, John Knox, Queen Mary Tudor, Queen Elizabeth I,
King James Version Bible Galileo, Pilgrim’s Progress, Quaker founded, first Protestant missionary
societies The Great Awakening and Church History in America and Europe John and Charles
Wesley, George Whitefield, Handel writes the Messiah, Sunday school is developed, John Newton
writes "Amazing Grace." Divisions over slavery in Baptist history Abolition, William Wilberforce,
Charles Finney leads revivals, George Muller’s faith orphanage, YMCA an YWCA founded, Charles
Spurgeon, Salvation Army founded Church History in the 20th and 21st Century Amy Carmichael,
Irish missionary to India, Azusa Street, Scofield Bible, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Billy Graham, Discovery
of the Dead Sea Scrolls, Modern political State of Israel C.S. Lewis, major evangelistic crusades in
Latin America and Korea, Roman Catholic church apologizes for lack of leadership during the

Holocaust
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Customer Reviews

Church history is not about names, dates, and facts. It is about the flesh and blood people of God
and the life and death issues that have shaped their struggles and joys for two thousand years.
Christian History Made easy makes this story come alive. | recommend it enthusiastically! --Timothy
George, Dean, Beeson Divinity School, Samford University Here you have a beautifully simple,
beginner-friendly telling of Christian history, a precious heritage. --J. |. Packer ...an indispensable
resource for the local church’s member training curriculum. --Dr. Robert E. Johnson, Professor of
Church History, Central Baptist Theological Seminary --Dr. Robert E. Johnson, Professor of Church
History, Central Baptist Theological SeminaryDr. Timothy Paul Jones is a brilliant young biblical
scholar who helps simplify the complex. His [resources] are great and sorely needed during our time
when many are biblically illiterate and know even less about Church history. --Dr. Jerry Newcombe,
author, TV host, and spokesperson for Truth that Transforms with Dr. D. James Kennedy (formerly
The Coral Ridge Hour)Rose’s product line includes a wonderful collection of high quality, visually
attractive materials that lend themselves to learning the basics of the Christian Faith. In most areas
where alternative views exist, they are faithfully presented leaving the reader to decide which best
fits their understanding of scripturea |.| have used Christian History Made Easy for my Sunday
school class and found it to be very well done. This book has a great collection of auxiliary Study
Guide questions. The author, Timothy Paul Jones is obviously a practiced teacher. | used an early

edition. The recent upgrade of this package looks even bettera | --Dr. Gene A. Stringer, Elder,



Christian Church of Ashland, Oregon

Timothy Paul Jones (Ed.D.) is professor in the School of Leadership and Church Ministry at The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. Formerly senior pastor of First
Baptist Church of Rolling Hills in Tulsa, Oklahoma. In addition to bachelor's and master’s degrees in
biblical literature and pastoral ministry, Timothy earned a doctorate in educational leadership from
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He received the Baker Book House Award for
excellence in theological scholarship, as well as the North American Professors of Christian

Education Scholastic Recognition Award for his doctoral work in the field of spiritual formation.

We used "Christian History Made Easy" in our small group from church and had edifying
discussions each week. We especially loved how the author emphasized humility as we studied
some of the foibles of our spiritual forebears--realizing that we can’t see our own blindspots. Our
group also appreciated how the author made his wise choices of what to include--such the important
contributions of women (often under-represented in re-telling of Christian history). There are so
many things that could be discussed (and so little space to provide information!), but we felt that
Jones picked the right things to expand upon.We held our last meeting tonight and all agreed that
we understand better who we are from where we have come because we read this book together.

Recommended.

This beautiful full-color book highlights the major personalities in Christian development over the last
2,000 years A¢A A|from A.D. 64 to 2009.1tA¢A A™s a short book, so | confess | felt a little
frustrated at the lack of depth. The book takes on a little too big a topic for 188 pages of text, and
religion is a topic where oversimplifying by bouncing along the surface can distort as much as
elucidate. Therefore, to get the full benefit of the book, treat it like an instruction course and take
advantage of the internet research suggestions peppered throughout the text. But for my money (for
a lot more money, IA¢A A™m sure) IA¢A A™d love to have 600 pages between the covers of this
one.One other minor frustration: Jones is a Southern Baptist whose subtle preaching permeates the
book. For example, Deism is at least twice referred to as a false doctrine. This is probably just a
personal issue, but | find it easier to trust a scholar who does a better job of hiding his own religious
bias.With my complaints out of the way, let me say that | thoroughly enjoyed reading the text!

ItA¢A A™s a fun read, full of tidbits from history and helpful explanations of Christian terms. Every

Christian should know at least the basics of Church history, and | definitely recommend this book as



an entertaining stepping stone to whet your appetite for further in-depth reading.

Excellent book. We are using it in conjunction with a class at church, there is so much information
which | would not have time to research myself, but the author has done it for me! Interesting, spans
the years from Christ right to present day, with much salient historicallnformation. | have learned
much about the church’s history and have a far better ideas why we have so many branches to the
Protestsnt church. Much explained about the rationale behind the crusades and other parts of

history which are hard to understand.

We are reading it and watching the video. My wife and | are enjoying it.

Very easy to read with a lot of information, just like the title says. I've read it all the way through and
have gone back for reference a few times since. | recommend this for people like me who want a
quick history of the Christian religion that won’t weigh you down with a lot of blah, blah. This is a
good beginner book and it may even create interest to dig deeper into a more through examination

of the history of Christianity.

Fast and the book arrived the way it was described.

This is a beautifully crafted book with many good illustrations, interesting facts, and helpful
suggestions of places to search for more information. | keep this book on the coffee table, and my
children have also been enticed to peruse the pictures and ask me about historical figures
referenced. | feel like the information is true and credible; moreover, the information is arranged in a

chronological fashion that is helpful.

All Christians should have a knowledge an understanding of Christ’s church. This book is a very
good introduction to that endeavor.Tracing and recapping how our fantastic God has worked
throughout history has so much to help us with today. He is still sovereignand in control of the affairs
going on in our world!
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